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S 1 R, 


Ince our laſt Diſcourſe together, I have n_— 
my thoughts a little on the words in Holy Writ, 
which were the SubjeR of it, viz. 

Make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Merchan- 


dice, St. John 2 Chap. laſt part of x6 Ver. The reſult of 


which, be pleaſed to take in the Eſſay which I here pre- 
ſent you. | 


The great deſign of this Evangeliſt, being to demon- 
ſtrate the Divinity of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; his ficft 


and glorious Age, or Generation with the Father ; he re- 


lates, from his own knowledge, ſome eminent and re- 
markable paſſages of his Life, chiefly conducing to that 
purpoſe 3 fuch ſtrange and unaccountable Works wrought 
by our. Lord , as did moſt powerfully evidence his being 
_— _ God. F 
nd, having given us an account of his firſt appearance , 
at Man's Eſtate, the * Beginning of Miracles, puny of - Arc 74 


A 2 : 


His high Deſcent, which he wrought in Cena of Galilee 3 Joh. ES 
| he 
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An Eſſay againſt S1mox r, 5 

'Uis manifeſt, he left us an Example to be imitated, as 
well as a Command to be obeyed. Wherefore, that we 
may the better underſtand cur Duty in this matter, let us 
conſider upon what account, and by whom, che Temple 
was at this time deſecrated. 

The Jews had been commanded to make three ſolemn 
? Appearances yearly before the Lord, in the place which ” Deur. 16, 
he ſhould chuſe, and thoſe were to be in the Feaſt of Un- 16: 
teavened Bread, in the Feaſt of Weeks, and in the Feaſt 
ot Tabernacles. And being forbidden to appear before 
him empty, many of them, who lived far from Feruſalem, 
and could not therefore bring their Offerings in Specie to 
the Temple, were permitted by their Law-givers, to fell 
the things at home, which they were obliged eicher by the 
Law, or their own Vows, to ofter, and to lay out the price 
of them for others of che ſame kind, at Feruſalem; the 
Permiflion that had been given them to do ſo, in the mat- | 
ter of their * Thythes, being, as the Learned * Grotiue ob- * PEvt: 14+ 
ſerves, by an ill Interpretation» {trained to other things of ye. 
a reſembling Nature. Upon this the Prieſts who attended cimi* iniqua 
on the Altar, and ſhould rather have proteted the Houſe interprerario- 
of God from ſuch an Indignity, than proved inſtrumenta] 2 ad alias 
in offering it to that Holy Place 3 to gratifie their coverous O— is 
and ſordid inclinations, unbecoming the Dignicy of their cjes, inlo_ 
Office, undercook to furniſh the People wich Off:rings and produc: 
Sacrifices for their ſeveral occafionsz and inſtead of fol- Sed in Tem- 
lowing their Calling in the Service of God, fer up a Trade P!9 id fieri 
of Merchandizing, very inconſiſtent with ir. So that they, CT : 
whoſe © Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and at whoſe Mouths Gror. in Haz. 
Men were to enquire the Law, became more skilful in the 21. 
price of Sheep and Oxen, than in the Commandments of * Mal- 2-7+ | 
their God, and were much readier to defraud, than to 
inſtruct their People. Nay, what heightned their Im- 
piety, they kept their Marc, and drove their Trade in 
the Outer Court of the Temple, called The Court of the 
Gentiles, becauſe the firſt fort of their Gentile Proſelyres, 
{tyled Proſelytes of the Gates, were admitted thicher, and 
no farther ; there being between that, and the Inner, or 
Holy Court of the Jews, a Sept three Cubits high, called 
bv 
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ole poal Inſcription over it. 


». 8. Co 2o 
| _ fv A No Stranger may enter in here. 
 A0QUACY £V 


_ Now Chriſt, who was to take down this Particion and to 


» John 10.16. gather the Jews and Gentiles into one ” Fold under one 
Shepherd, would not ſuffer that part which was ſeparated for 
the Gentiles to worſhip in, to be any more abuſed or negle- 
Red than the reſt. And ſince the Son of God was thus diſturb- 
to find the meaneſt part of his Father's Houſe, made an 
Houle of Merchandice, tho' on a very plauſible pretence, and 
by the Prieſts themſelves ( who, by the way, would never 
have endured ſuch a Prophanation in any other ) we may 
learn from hence, how abominable a Crime it is to offer 
the like indignity to any thing on Earth, that bears the like 
relation to our Father which is in Heaven. 
Now we find in Scripture the Temple or Houſe of God 
capable of three ſeveral acceptations. | 
i irſt, it is taken for a material Building, ereRed for, and 
* A8S7-47- Qedicated to Gods Worſhip ; ſuch as * Solomon is ſaid wo 
have built him; and which God by his Prophet calls 
7 Jer. 7- 11. the 7 Houſe of Prayer, and our Saviour in the Text, his 
= x Cor. 6.19. Father's Houle. 
Dru. in Eph. Secondly, it is taken for a Corporal Edifice, the Body of 
2.21. Tem- every individual Chriſtian; which is ſaid to be the * Tem- 
Pa on”! ple of he Holy Ghoſt. S 
-ipſa Eccleſia, Thirdly, it is taken for a Spiritual Strufture, the uni- 
ſed finguli fi- verſal Church of God, whoſe Houſe- and Building it is 
| deles appel- ſaid to be, and in which his reſidence is much more * auguſt 
_ and ſplendid than his Appearance by lightning at the Ark. 
TemplumDei. To all which Sences, our Saviour's Words may pertinently 
Grot. in 1 Cor. bc accommodated, and we have no reaſon to doubt bur 
6.19» that our Lord deſigned them to inſtruct us in our Duty to 
EN "_— 3+ our Father's Houle in every acceptation, that we ſhould ne- 
gh £- ver be guilty of defiling it in any Circumſtance 3 and eſpe- 
b Grot.in Cially that which he here forbids, of making it an Houſe of 
22 Cor. 3+ 16. Merchandice. And 


An Efſay againſt S1woxv. * 

And ſince, from the Conſideration of what reſpe& is 
payable to any thing of inferiour ufe and quality, it is eaſie 
and natural to inferr a greater Reverence due to what is 
more ennobled by its deſign, and worthier in ies felf, I 
intend to conſider the Words as they reſpe& the Houſe of 
God in the firſt Notion, of a material Building 3 and in the 
Second, of a Corporal Edifice: Oaly fo far as they may tend 
to heighten our regard and confideration for the greateſt of 
the three, the Spiritual Structure or univerſal Church of God : , 
And to argue from thence, that as we muſt not make the 
firſt an Houſe of Merchandice, and may lefs abufe the 
Second, 1o we are leaſt of all to prefume to offer any ſuch 
impious indignity to the Third. 

For as the Apoſtle ſpeaks on another occaſion, © Doth God © 1 Cor. g.c5 
zake care for Oxen So we may demand, Doth the Son of God 
aſſert the Honour of a Temple made with Hands, a periſh- 
ing human Workmanſhip; and will he not rather intereſt 
himſelf for Man, the Maſter-piece of the Creation, and 
made after the *Image of the Deity ? And then if his con- « Gen. 1.27; 
cern for Man be ſuch, as we find it, ſince it raiſed this admi- 
ration inthe Pfalmiſt, © Lord, what is Man, that thou art © Pal. 8.4. 
mindful of bim, or the Son of Man that thou regardeſt him ? Since 
Man, whoſe * Breath is in his Noſtcils, is *like a thing of * Ifa. 2-22. 
nought : What greater tenderneſs and follicitude muſt he o OY 
expreſs for the Church, that he hath * purchaſed with his ITY 
own Blood, and which as far excells the Corporal Edifice, 
Man's Body, as that does the material Building, made of 
Stones? Since Colletive Bodies are extreamly preferable 
to the ſeveral Unites of which they are compoſed. 

Wherefore we may obſerve, 

Firſt, that there is a-great Reſpe&t and Reverence due 
to the material Buildings, or Places of Divine Worſhip, 
which will appear from two Conſiderations: 

Secondly, by what means theſe Places are prophaned. And 

Thirdly, the Evil of fuch Abuſe and Prophanation of them. 

The Conſiderations enforcing the reſpeR to theſe materi- 
al Buildings are, Firſt, their dedication to God's peculiar 
Service. Secondly, their being honoured with his eſpecial 
Preſence; 2 : 

£ 
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As to the Firft, how great a Streſs is laid on the dedicati- 
. * on of Places to God's Service, to beget a profound Vene- 
ration of them, may appear from his own injunaion, that 
vr bg his People ſhould ' reverence his Sanctuary; and from * S9- 
Lhe: eco. lomon's Prayer at the dedication of his Temple; .and 
from ! Fehoſophat's Supplication in it”, Which ſhews us that 
the Iſraelites made the SanQuary or Houſe of God the con- 
ſtant Place of paying their Devotion ; not only at the uſual 
times ofthe Morning and Evening Sacrifices, but on all ex- 
= 2 Chron.20. traordinary Occaſions, as Fehoſophat and ® Hezekiab did : 
2 Kings 19. And fo we find that when God had brought a Plague on 1[/- 
rael for their Whoredom and Idolatry, ® Meſes and the Con- 
gregation wept before the Door of the Tabernacle. 
And conſonant to this, is the Prophet Foel's diretion, that 
17. the * Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord ſhould weep berween 
the Porch and the Altar, in making: Intercefſion for the 
People. As the Ark was moveable, ſo was the publick 
Worſhip, and when it was carried to Feruſalem, the Prayers 
of the People attended it, for * thither the Tribes went up, to 
give Thanks unto the Name of the Lord. And when they 
« 1 Kin. 8, 48. Were in Exile and Captivity, they addrefs'd their Prayers and 
| Dan. 6. their Faces * chither : And made their near and remote Ap- 
plications with all poflible exprefiions of reſpe&t and Vene- 
ration by a decent and reverent behaviour 3 Such as Solomon, 
and all the pious Kings of ]/rae] after him, exhibited in the 
Temple, and Daniel at a diſtance from it; as whoever will 
peruſe the Chronicles and the Book of Daniel, may find there 

recorded. 

Nor was this only a voluntary Obſervance paid by them 
but a daty expeRted and required by God 3 inſomuch that 
he threatens grievous Plagues againſt his People, and for- 

* Jer-7-11+17: bjds © Feremiab to intercede in their behalf, becauſe they had 
»" "Wl his Houſs, the Place whereupon his Name was 
called. 

By which expreflion of his Name being called upon it, 
as the learned Mr. Mede obſerves, it fignified its being pe- 

= culiarly his, as appears by the ſame Phraſe, uſed in other 
: Places of Scripture 3 implying the like relation of Men to 
their Propricties : As when Facob blefſeth Foſeph's _— he 

aith, 


_ * Numb, 6.25+ 


a Joel 2+ 


Pal. 122. 4+ 
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faith, © Let my Name be called upon them ; That is, let * Gen. 48. 16 
them be mine, namely, as * Simmer and Reuben fis Orr 
=_ _ words of Adoption. ps ins 
nd 2gain, where it is ſaid, That ” ſeven Wome: 
lay hold on one Man, and ſay, IWe will eat he” own Bread our "OY 
Wear Cur 01 Apparel, only let thy Name be called upon ws 'T hat 
is, do thou own us, let us be thine, that ir may'nor "$2 - 
proach to Us that we have no Husband. And the Clu! 4 
in ker complaint that her Adverfaries had * trodde F en 
the Sanctuary , and the People of God's Holi _ Own. * Ha:6'3: 799 
polleſſed it bue a litele while, thus expoltulates wr = 6 
for his favouring a People that were none of his ; WW, = 
thine, thou never bareſt Rule ever them, they were : e as 
by thy Name, or thy Name was not called u9m wings called 
SO that whatever Indignicy is offered to God? : | 
Building, che faras is offered: ro_his Nam2; and'rhar nor ad ONNG 
only his denominative or participated Name, by which my Sic, IM 
Houſe is called, and from whence it derives a relati FH. !* 2 Jeſus cum 
neſs; but alſo to his Perſonal Name and Majeſt hy oli” venifſer ad 
invocated and adored therein. And it is certain - _ mamma Sy) mag 
man Emperour declared, That though the Mater i rea ty" 
the Temple are of ſmall importance, yet the God to my *: no Ln 3 ooug 
ſervice they are conſecrated, is of great accoun Ang 22- fecir 
it was the Crime of not diſtinguiſhing the Te ir And Templum, 
made our bleſſed Saviour * ewice Scourge the Ns; _ Vee anos 
dizing Prieſts from thence, chat ſince he cam? @ _ —— 
late and amend what was amiſs, in reſpe& of Ho! 4 cat Grot. in Tp. 2 
he might purge that place where was their Se hes + 1 Hy 
{idence 3 and this he did, both at the be inni at an BE" 12: FOE 
the concluſion of his Office, that bs wich — (6, ae 
began. He therefore intimates the roafber” of bis as 0 $6. 7. 
ordinary concern for it, by calling it his Farther” Cxtra- © Templum 
and, as three of the * Evangeliſts relat wes —_ fr ſolum 
quoting that Text, to reprove the Pro ho Wo . Patlage, udzis anrez 
was a Prophecy of its becoming a » Houſes of ty WON Der chat ans 
all Nations, even © Gentiles as well as Tow AY IN cating ro 
the Gentiles might come to the Temple to ray £ wo to” pulis paruir. 
yer they were only admitted as Schangers: 21: 8 _—_ in 
Chriſt, they were to become Domeſticks of the Houta " Kin, 
B 7 og#12 42 : 


u Ver. $- 
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of God. Which ſhews their great miſtake, who allow 
nothing that enjoyned Reverence to the places of God's 
Worlbip under the Law, to be of force in the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation : Since the Prophet there foretells the Con- 
verſion of the Gentiles to Chriſtianity, whom God pro- 
miſes to accept as favourably as he did the Jews; and 
that while bis Temple ſtood, they ſhould have as eaſie 
an acceſs to it. So that the Gentiles ſhould as well par- 
take the privilege of the Natural Seed of Abrabam, in 
being admitted into the places of God's Worſhip, as it 
is ſaid they ſhall, in © ſitting down with Abraham in the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 
Nor was the regard paid to places conſecrated to God's 


Worſhip, any Legal Type or Shadow, ſince we find ic 
continu'd after our Lord had pronounced his remarkable, 

* Telingdr, *Ic is finiſhed, wich the laſt breath which he drew upon the 
* 24.53> Croſs. For * St. Luke informs us, That the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples with them, returned to Feruſalem after the Lord's 

Aſcenſion, and were continually in the Temple, praiſing 

. | and bleſfling God ; which clearly proves, that the Temple 
"> 45 þ was the conſtant place of their Devotion. The Greek 
i Tot, hy x ;. word which is rendred * Continually, intimating their dayly 
performance of it there ; and this continued till the time 


& 1 Tim. 2. 8. . 
Ubicunque came, of which our Saviour foretold the Woman of Sa- 


06008 maria, that neither in Mount * Gerizim, or yet at Jeruſalem, 
Gret. in rat} Men ſhould Worſhip the Father. That 1s, till the Temple 
1 1 Cor. 11. Was deſtroyed, and the ſervice of God no longer confined 
18. to Feruſalem but that Men, according. to the Apoſtle's 
. ®-Indomoin Canon, * Prayed every where, in Oratories erected for that 


qua Conven- purpoſe. And that the Chriſtians had ſuch Adifices ſer 


rus habentur, . - : 
Sicur Sure. apart for Religious Worſhip, and thoſe known by the name 


52 proprie of God's Churches too, is evident from St. Paul's calling the 
eſt ipſe Con- place of aſſembling for Devotion at Corinth, by that Title, 
-ryy50w off f ſaying, ' When ye come together in the " Church ; which can- 
ok =: not there in any ſ:nce be meant of che People, but the Place. 
nicur, ita Ec- And reproving their diſorderly Behaviour in it, he oppoſes 
clefia utramgz their private Houſes to the places of Divine Worſhip, in this 
nbes gps: Queſtion ; I/hat, have ye not Houſes, Brethren, to Eat and 
Grot.in 1 Coy. Drink in; or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? Signifying mm 
II.15, '3 


* Mat. 8.11, 
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by, that only Religious duties, and nothing of Secular con- 
cernment, ought to be performed in places ſeparated to 
God's Service, which ſhould alſo be * Sanctifed ; that is, 
diſtinguiſhed from others of prophane and common ule, by 
a decent carriage and obſervance paid them, as well as by the 
Sacred Offices that are there performed. 

And this will be yet more evident from the ſecond Con- 
ſideration of God's eſpecial Preſence in thoſe Material 
Buildings. 

For though the Moſt High, * whom the Heaven of Hea- » , x54 5.4-. 
vens is not able to contain, dwelleth not in” Temples made » ads ». 48. 
with hands, ſo as to be 1 confined and tied to them, as the & 17: 24+ _ 
Heathen fanſied of their Deities ; yet as the Sun, though / K/9/41n71h 
his Influence is Univerſal ©, does at ſome times ſhine with = 
a more enlivening warmth on one place than another, ſo terir. Gro. 
he who has Heaven tor his Throne, and the Earth for * Sentiunr 
his Footſtool, is however pleaſed to preſentiate himſelf omnia calo- 
more immediately in the places of his Worſhip, than in, 7 _— 
thoſe of common ule. Zn Pla. "a 6. 

Thus having given Directions for making the © Ark, * Exo. 25. 22+ 
he tells Moſes he will meet him there, and commune with : 
him from between the Cherubims. And he promiſes to 
meet T/rael in the * Tabernacle, and that it ſhall be Sancti- *Exo. 29. 43- 
fied with his Glory. Which he oftentimes performed, in 
the viſible appearances of that brightneſs which was called 
ſo. Which is a convincing Teſtimony that, though God 
is Omnipreſent, yet he can and does exhibit himſelf, eſpe- 
cially at ſome times, and in fome places more than others. 

Now the way by which the Preſence of God is thus de- 
termined more to one place than another, is, by the Pre- 
ſence and Miniſtration of his Angels, * who are all Mini- ® Heb. 1. 14. 
{itring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation. ;And that where they are, God is ſaid to 
be, appears from Facob's words upon his Viſion of the Lad- 
der, and the Angels aſcending and deſcending, ” Surely the » Gen. 28, 
Lord is in this place, how dreadful is this place! this is none other 16, 17+ 
but the Houſe of God; and theretore'he gave it the name of Ber4- 
el. Andin * T/aiah's Viſion of the Lord ficting upon his = x@,s, c. 
Throne, we read that his Train filled the Temple, which the 

B 2 Septuagint 


" Exod. 29, 
43- 2 Chron. 
To I5, 
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ned: Septuagint renders, ? The Houſe was full if bis Glory, which 
<5 What it was is cafily known, ſince it immediately follows, 
RE aias., and the Seraphim ſtood about him. 
LXX. And thus in * Feel:ſiaftes, when we read from the Hebrew , 
* Ecclel. 5.6. Nejther (ay thun before the Angel ; Ihe Septuazgint hath 
« cf Te;- it, * before the Face of Grd; making the Angel, and God's 
o%7% F ©:3. Prefence, all as one. 
» Pf, 138. 1, Jr was this made David ſay, *IT will praiſe thee before the 
- EravmwY Gods, ( which the S:pruagine renders, © in the Preſence of the 
Are nav. Angels ) when he woulu worſhip, as he alterwards explains 
himſelf, rowards the holy Temple ; that is, the Sanctuary, in the 
Court whereof it was uſual tor the People to ſtand art the 
 __ _ time of divine Service. | 
" Quin in f-.- AnditisSt * Auguſtine's Obſervation, that he prayed there, 
err omni becauſe God did there more eſpecially exhibir himſelf, and 
erat. his Preſence was there more lacred ; on the account of the 
Aug.in PE138. Preſence of his Angels, which was repreſented by the An- 
_ gels pictured on the Ark : And we find thera too called *che 
95" Cherubims of Glory, called in the Old Teſtament Schechi- 
nab, which fignites abiding. Belides this, the Angels 
have been thought, as well under the new Teſtament as the 
Old, to be attending in the Places of God's Worthip, and 
aſliſting at it; and indeed there 15greater 'reaſon tor it, 
ſince God is worſhipped now 'in Spicit and in Truth, a 
more refined and pure Devotion than that of. the legal 
Sacrifices. 
* De Orat. f*Tergullian tells us of the Angel of Prayer ſtanding by ; 
om: & or oy and * St Chry/offome reprehending the levity -and indecency 
x "» 66Y of a Perion laughbingin the Church, puts the Queſtion thus, 
Knoweſt thou not that thou ſtandeſt with the Angels, thac 
thou ſfingeft and praifeft God along with them ? reterring 
to that very ancient Form in the Licurgy, ſtill uſed arouc 
Communion: Service : Therefore with Angels and Arch- Angels, 
and with al! the Company of Heawen, welaud and magnific thy 
olorious Name. 
To conclude this Point with-an: undoubted Teſtimony, 
let us conſider St. Pau/s diretion about behaviour in 
* 1Cor.11+10- the * Church, where he reproves the indecent Garb of the 
Women, in having their Heads uncovered ; and tells them 
that 


© Heb, 


_ 
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that they ought to have *' Power, or a Veil (as-it is inthe, - 
Hebrew, whole Theme ſignifies Dominion over any thing ) * E591 
over their Heads and Faces, to fignitie their ſubje&tion to 
their Husbands : and the reafon he gives for it, is, becauſe 
of the Angels, it being a requiſite :Piece of Modeſty in ſo 
auguſt a Preſence, and a Leſjon taught them by the example 
of thoſe holy Spirits, who by covering their Faces with 
their * Wings, teitifie their Subje&ion to God. k Iſa, 6. 2. 
And this leads me toenquire by what means the material 
Building or Houſe of God is lighted and prophaned : 
And that appears, by the Text jult quoted, to be done by 
an indecent and irreverent Carriage in it, ſuch as does not 
an{wer the dignity of the Place, and the refpe& due to it 
on the Coaliderations before mentioned. 'Now what a 
due and refpeciul Carriage is, we may learn from the 
Performances of others, .in (their approaches into God's 
Preſence. ELL 
! At the dedication of the Temple, ic is particularly re-! 1 Kin-8. 14. 
marked that ail the Congregation of T/rael ſtood . while So- 
lomon bleiizd them, and rhe King himſelf ® food before the 
Altar of the*Lord and {pread forth bis Hands to, Heawen : Where 
by /oodis certainly meant he.kneeled, as appears atthe *Con-* ver. 54, 55» 
cluſion of his . Payer, when *ris ſaid, he aroſe from before the 
Altar-of the Lord from kneeling on his Knees ; aud then be ſtood 
and bleſſed the Congregation. | 
So when Moſes had made an-end of -his change :to T/rae! 
about the keeping of the ® Paſlover, the People bowed the * Exod: 12,27: 
Head and worſhipped. And in another relation of Solomen's 
dedication of :t!ie* Temple, we read he kneeled as he began P2Chron.s. 
his Prayer. /And again we find that when 9 Hezekiah and 32 13- 
the People had made an end of offering, they bowed the ? 2EÞ0n- 29. 
Head .and Worſhipped, Kneeling we read was-* Daniel's Po- ran. 6. 16. 
iture.at his Devotion, and *Ezra's; nay, under the Goſpel f Ezra 9.5. 
Cand indeed we ought to conclude it rather neceſſary, than 
wonder why it ſhould be uſed ) Kneeling was an Apo- 
ſtokick Practice. * St. Peterkneeled when he raiſed Tabitha © 5 9+ 40- 
to life. And *St. Paul bowed the Knee in making interce(- + Robe. 2:1 
fion tor the Epheſians, And the whole Church of ” Epheſus » afts — 
was in this Poſture with him, when he took his leave of | 
| them 


VEL. 22s 
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* Luke 22.41. them at Miletus, Nay we read of a * greater than all theſe, 
even the Son of God himſelf, upon his Knees, at his approa- 
ches to his Father z who by commanding Moſes to put off 

7 Exod. 3: 5+ his ? Shooes, becauſe the Place whereon he ſtood was holy 

Jofh. 5- 15+ Ground , that is, was ſanctified by his appearance in the 
Buſh, has given ſufficient evidence that he expets ſome 
expreflion of Reverence at Mens appearing in his Preſence 
and eſpecially in his Houſe, where it is more immediate 

And as no Man can be ignorant, what a decent and 
reſpe&ful Carriage is towards God's Houſe ; fo few are fo ill 

* Templum þreq and rude that do not exhibit it to their Superiours. 

Co atacio- But God's Houſe is prophaned in another reſpe&t, when 

nis, non Spe- It is put to any other uſe but that to which it was dedica- 

culationis,non ted. * It is not a Place for eating and drinking in 3 a Place 

Porarionis,nen for affjipnations and diſcourfing buſineſs, or a Place to be 

any made an Houſe of Merchandice ; tor when our Lord had 

ar. 2x. purged the Temple, hewould not ſuffer any * Veſſel to be 
= Mar. 11 16. Carried through it. | 

SxavO-, Vas : : | | 

quz yox quzcunque utenfilia, inſtrumenta, vel arma fignificat, Dominus prohibuit ne 

Garcinam quamvis geſtans aut ſportulam, aut aliquid ſimile, per Templum tranfirec. Villal- 

pand Tom. 2. in Ezec. 40. lib, 3. cap. 9. 

Videbantur licite vendi in Templo quz adhuc emebantur , ut in codem Templo offe- 

- rentur Domino; ſed nolens ipſe Dominus aliquid in Domo ſua rerrenz negotiationis, ne 

| ejus quidem quz honeſta pucancur, exhiberi, diſpulic Negotiatores injuſtos, & foras 

* omnes ſimul cum iis qui negotiabantur, ejecit. Quid putamus facerer, fi rixis diflidentes, 

- $1 fabulis vacantes, fi riſu diflolutos, vel alio quoliber fcelere reperirer irretitos, qui 

| hoſtias quz ſibi immolarentur, ementes in Templo vidit, & climinare feſtinavſr ? 


And now I come to conſider in the third place the 
evil of prophaning the Houſe of God in any of theſe 
. ways, which will appear in this, that *tisa Violation of 
God's Right and his poſitive Command ; *tis a facrile- 
gious robbing him of che uſe of his own property, and 
breaking down the Fence he has made about it, by 
ſtri& injunctions of an awful deference to it, and religious 
performances in it. And they who are guilty of dif- 
honouring this Houſe of God; ſhall find he will revenge 
it ſharply on them, will drive them from the benetic 
+ Pf. 89, 32. and enjoyment of it, will viſit their tranſgreflion with 

the Rod and their 'Iniquirty with Stripes. *% 
us 
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Thus having conſidered the Text, as intending a materi- | 
al Building, I proceed to treat of it, as it may be accommo- 
dated to reſpe&t a Corporal Egifice, the Body of Man, 
and ſhall purſue my firſt Method, and obſerve, 

Firſt, The Regard due to it. 

Secondly, The means by which it is defiled and made a 
EHonle of Merchandice. 

Thirdly, The Evil of ſo abuſing it. 

Now the Regard due to this Houſe of God, will appear 
from the two Prior Conliderations, which beget a Reverence 
for his Material Temple. 

Its Dedication to him, and Conſecration by him. How 
peculiar a Right and Property God has in his Creature Man, * Galle To 27; 
be has ſufficiently declared by the Sacred Impreſs * ſtampe « 7: 
upon him, wherewith he marked him for his own, and de- , er: 
dicated him to his Service. So that to tear © God and keep | 
his Commandments, is the whole of Man, *tis his Duty and " Job28.28. 
Intereſt, *tis his * Wiſdom and his Underſtanding ; *cis the *j2mnes Tem- 
deſign of his Creation, and the accompliſhmene of his Hap- Hato 'n peg 
pineſs. And as God made Man tor himſelf, f0 he Hallows conſecrato 
and © Conſecrates him to that uſe, by the * Inhabitation of Spiritu San- 
his Holy Spirit. * He dwells in him, and thereby ennobles 7,” Figyoory 
and exalts him to an Eminency above all other Sublunary pribancys _ 
Creatures; nay, even almoſt to the heights of Angels. * Rom. 8. 9, 
And ſure there muſt bean extraordinary Veneration due to 11- 
what God has appropriated to himſelf, ro what he has cho- 52 <%7-6.16. 
ſen for his Reſidence, and for which he has expreſt the ten- Tek, — 
dereſt affetion and regard. b ſal 4 = 

Bur, alas! this Houſe of God is too often made a Houſe * 1 Kings 2:1. 
of Merchandice, when Men ; ſell themſelves, like Ahab, **. 
to work wickedneſs, and to do evil in the ſight of the Lord, * 3: 77: 17: 
and facrilegiouſly convert thoſe places to che Devils uſe, , pj 
which were defigned for the reſidence of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 pg, 25.5 

When their Throats become fo many open * Sepulchres, = Pal 140.2: 
when their ! Tongues are given to Evil, and their Mouths * Pfal. 10. 7. 
to frame Deceit 3 1o that the poyſon of ® Alps is under their * 2. Pete 2. Is 
Lips, and their ® Mouth is full of Curſing and Bitterneſs ; * *'* 3©m%* 
when their * Eyes arefull of Adultery; when there is* Miſchief « proy. 1. 16. 
in their Hands, and their Right-hands are filled with Bribes; 

when 
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Ifa. 59.7. whet their * Feet ran to'Evil,. and are ſwift co: ſhed Blood ; 
" Ia, 63+ 17+ when their Hearts become hardned and: deceicful, and 
SG þ they © regard*Iniquity in them; ſo that from the * Sole 
. 65. 18, , % 
© Ifa, 1.6. Of the Foot, even unto the Head, there is no ſoundneſs in 
them, but Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrefying Sores. By 
* 1, Cor, 6. theſe means they alienate themizives irom God, whom they 
20, ought to glorifie in their * Bodies, as well as their Spirits, 
| which are hisz and ta conceal the Robbery they commit, 
deface his Image ſo wich their many Inventions, chat they 
are not to be known for Gotl's, either Works or Dwellings. 
Theſe are the means by which the Corporal Edifices or 
Houſes of God are deſecrared and prophaned : And the 
evil of this abuſe is great in two reſpects. 
Firſt, It is a moſt injurious Sacrilege , and robs God of 
* Pſal. 119, What is his by an undoubted right. : 
73. Jobio.g. His Almighty Hands firſt ” made and faſhioned our 
* 2 Cor. 5.1- Farthly * Houſe of this Tabernacle, as the Apoſtle calls 
EHES: Man's Body 3 and as he took pains about it, in the rearing 
% ARS 17. 38. of the Building, fo he till keeps it in repair ; For in bim ” we 
> Eos Tem. {#9 44 move, and have our being. What Impiety is it 
pli 4reW & then, to pollute and prophane what he has cleanſed and 
antiftes eſt fanctified, and by that means * drive him from the Habita- 
Pudiciria, quz tion which he provided for himſelf ? For there can be no 
only mt; agreement * between the Temple of God and Idols, that 
phone in- muſt be ſtill kept * Holy, as he is, or elfe he will forſake 
ferri ſinar; it: For © Holineſs becemeth his Houſe for ever. And how 
ne Deusile can he that is of *purer Eyes than to behold Evil, and 
qui inhabicaty cannot look upon Iniquity , continue where ie is dayly 
quanta practiſed ? No, he will retaliate. the injury offered him, by 
fas decelin. © withdrawing himſelf from that place which he finds 
quat, Tertal, eſtranged from him. . 
de cult. fem. And in that conſiſts the ſecond Evil of abuſing his Cor- 
alters. poral Houſe, which' is their ruine who are guilty of char 
0: $15: Crime. For if avy Men defiles the *Temple of God, him wil 
V [ev. 11.44. God deſtroy, lays the Apoſtle, and that by a puniſhment 
ePſal.93+5. ſuited to the Sim, in condemning him to dwell for ever with 
* Hab. 1. 13. the Company which he choſe to entertain, and making that 
On _ *%4 Body which he devtlicated. to the Devil's fervice, become 
Seng » > Fuel for the Everlaſting Fire , prepared for the Devil and _ 
Ng 
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Angels, For he that will not * purifie himſelf, even as God * 1 Johs 3+ 3+ 
is pure, can have no reaſonable hope or expectation of be- 
coming like him in any other reſpec, or of i ſeeing him as i feb; 12, 14 
he is. For how ſhall he be admitted to a participation of 
his Bliſs, who would not be conformable to the Exam- 
ple of his Purity ? | 

Certainly he that would not ſuffer God to dwell with 
him in his Earthly Tabernacle, ſhall not be allowed a 
reſidence with God in his Heavenly * Habication, but « pa. 15. 1,2. 
ſhall be excluded thence, and kept * withour, among thoſe ! Rev, 22. 15. 
who made the Corporal Houſe of God a Houſe of Mer- 
chandice, by yielding their Members * S2rvants to Un- = gom. 6 x9. 
cleanneſs, and to Iniquity unto Iniquity , for the ® Wages * Rom. 6. 13. 
of Sin, which is Death. | 

And now having conſidered what Reſpe& is due, both 
to the Material Building and Corporal AXdifice, or Houſe 
of God, by what means each of theſe is abuſed and 
made a Houſe of Merchandice, and the evil of fo pro- 
phaning them, TI proceed to treat of the Text in re- 
terence to a Spiritual Structure, the Univerſal Church of 
God, which is his * Building, raiſed upon the * Founda- » 1 Cor. 3. 9. 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf * Eph- 2.20, 
being the head Corner-ſtone 3 in whom all che Building, 2' " 
fiely framed together, groweth unto a Holy Temple in AID 
the Lord. 

Now in this Building we may find what was Prophe- 
ſied of the laſt Temple among the * Jews ; The Glory of this * Hag: 2. 9. 
latter Houſe is greater than of the former, whereof we have 
treated, So that there is a much greater Regard and Ve- 
neration que to it; and that firſt on the account of its 
nearer relation to God, and being more immediately his; 
and ſecondly of his more ſignal and eſpecial preſence and 
abode in it. 

The Church, which is a Collefion of Chriſtian believers, e gom. 1.6,7. 
is God's by a manifold Right and ſeveral indabitable Titles. © *Exxanojz. 
Firſt, It is his by © Calling, as the very © Name of it © Kaine 

imports, and as the * Members are ſaid to be. He *® cal- ! <7 1. 2- 


led it out of all Nations, and gathered it from the ” ends = ig 
of the World. Ja 35: - 
CG Secondly, 
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*AQ, 20, 28 Secondly, it is his by acquiſition, he * purchaſed it with 
5 Tecra. 2 Blood of his Son, and therefore the Apoſtle uſes a 
xm fecii Greek Word there to ſhew his Title to it by an ” acquifi- 
ur exiſterer, tive Right, as denoting it to be not only proper and per- 
qul juſtifſimus petual, but acquired art a difhicule and coltly rate, as indeed 
-< rug it was, ſince his Blood paid the Purchace of it. 

Grot in Ixum. And being his by fo juft a Claim, God has marked it for 
* Ifa,56.g. his own, by inſcribing his Son's * Name on it, and making 
62,2, him its * Head. 

_ kom {is And becauſe the Body cannot fubſift in a State of Sepa- 

Ph. 1+ 22+ fation trom the Head, he has promiſed to continue with 
» Mar, 28.20. it to the * end of the World, to actuate and inform ir ; nay, 
* MT. 15-29. that where ©any two or three Members of this Body are 

gathered together in his name, he will be io the midſt of 
them. And that he feveral eimes performed in the often 
appearances he made to them, and in the viſible Deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon them, and the diverſity of Gifts di- 
{tribueed among them. 
Now this Houſe of Gad may be made an Houſe of Mer- 
EE chandice in theſe re{pedts. 
iTim. 6:5 Firſt, when the Profeſſors of Religion make * Gain their 
Godlineſs 3 and regard not the Spiritual, bur Temporal 
Advantages of God's Service ; when the © Loaves anc. Fiſhes, 
reliſh beteer with them than the Bread of Lite, and their 
Deſires are rather to be fed than taughe : Thus making 
Gad's holy Worſhip Stalk to their unhallowed Purpoſes, 
# Mat. 13. 14- 48 he Phariſees for a Pretence, made * long Prayers while 
they devoured Widows Houſes ; when inftead of laying 
s Mar, 13.46. out all their Stock to purchafe that * Pearl of price, the 
Kingdom of Heaven, they refolve to make it pay them 
well for their pains in ſeeking it ; and unleſs Truth, which 
k Pro. 23-23. the Wiſe Man adviſes them to * buy, and not to fell, will 
bribe their aſſent to it, by preſenting them with great Ad- 
vantages, undervalue and reject it. 

So thar they never ſeek the i Righteouſneſs of God's King- 
dom, but through an expeRation of all other things being 
added to them, to make it a good Bargain, 

And ſince their Piety is Mercenary, and they enliſt them- 


ſelves to fight under Chriſt's Banner, only for their Pay, 
making 


* Joh. 6.26, 
43» 


i Mat: 6. 33: 
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making the Poſſeflion of the things below, the ſole in- 
ducement to deſire the things above 3 is not this to make a 
Trade of Religion, and co turn the Church of God into 
a Market-place, where their Conſcience. is expoſed ro Sale Xe prrtings 
by Auction, and not to be purchaſed, even by God himſelf, chriftum © 
unleſs he is the higheſt Bidder ? | mercantes. 
But there is another means of making the Hoſe of God ent. Epift. 3. 
a Houſe of Merchandice : and that is byithoſz who have the 
Stewardſhip and Overſight chereof, I mean thoſe who take 
Holy Orders, and the Cure of Souls upon them, for the fake 
of Gain and Intereſt, and thoſe who admit them to that 
Dignity and weighty Charge, on thelike accornt. 
he firſt of theſe come into the Church, only as * 2oa}'s * Gen. 8. 9. 
Dove did the firſt time to the Ark, becauſe they want a 
reſting Place, and contrary tothe Apoſtle*'s Canon, take 
the Miniſtry upon them by conſtraint. They may perhaps 
wiſh as heartily as the Pſalmiſt co be ' Door-Keepers in the 1 g 
Houſe of God, but wou'd not * ſhut the Doors tor nought, = war, 1. 5 
or kindle Fire on his Altar gratis. And what can be expe- es 
Red, but that they who take the overlight of God's Flock, 
more for * filthy Lucre, than of a ready Mind, who teach * 7 Pet. 5-2: 
for *Hire and divine for Money , ſhou'd purſue their main PS: 
deſign, and be buſier in fleecing chan in feeding their Charge;, ME 3-71 
and more diligent to reap their Peoples” carnal things, than ;;. meb 
to ſow unto them Spiritual things. | 
And while they ſo far vary trom the Apoſtles'way, who * 1 Thef. 2.5. 
uſed none of thoſe things, nor needed a * Cloak of Cove. * 2 Pe. 2.3. 
couſneſs, that through © Covetouſneſs they make © Mer- , **upona- | 
chandice of Men's Souk, emptying their Purſes, and wo _—_ = 
ſelling them to the Devil ; while, like * Z/;'s Sons; * they —_ vets 
uſe the Prieſthood for an authoricy to rob and ſpoil & vos ven- 
che People : What is this, but to turn the Houſe of Pray- 4ent Diabolo, 
er into a Den of * Thieves , by Preying on the Flock, 3427 om: 
which muſt needs be in an ill condition, when it has, Abiwvon. 


ſuch Wolves for its Shepherds, as will give it occafion non tam la- 
cronem quam 


Prxdonem ſonar. Grot. in Mat. 21.13. Latro eſt, & Templum in Latronum Specum con- 
vertit qui Lucrum de Religione ſeQarur, Culraſque cjus, non tam Culrus Dei, quam nego« 
tiationrs Occaſto eſt, 4 Lapide in Mat. 21, 
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co complain, as one did, that he had more Sheep de- 
ſtroyed in Sacrifices to Hercules for the ſafety of his 
Flock, than cou'd have been devoured by Wolves for 
* Phil, 3+ 19, Want of his detence? For if Intereſt be their End in 
entering into the ſacred Calling, and their " Belly is the 
God to whom they become Prieſts 3 and if they mind 
Earthly Things, the Things of this World more than 
thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, their whole Life will be a conti- 

* Coloſ. 3. 5. nued * Idolatry, Simony and Sacrilege. 
It was not fo much a Crime in Simon Magus, whoſe 
 -.,.. Sons they are, that he wou'd have bought the Holy 
Hic <ap+ Ghoſt of the Apoſtles, as that he deſigned co make it a 
aq profitable Purchace, and enrich himlfelt by ſelling ſpicitu- 
Dei nundina- al Gifts: And they make near Approaches to his Im:- 
rorem, a fan- piety, who abuſe the holicſt of things, their Orders, to 
Qo conſortio ſerye the unholieſt, their Avarice; and by this means 
oe: | make both the Priefthood, and the Offering of the Lord 
biles auſus * abhorred. And how can they who purchaſe eicher Or- 
+ ultrix ruin2 Cers or Livings in the Church, clear themſelves from a 
confundit. Syſpicion of having this Simonaical Deſign, any more than 
agg A from the certain Guile of Simony and Perjury, fince, if 
Op. Bb, FY their regard had been rather to the conſcientious Exe- 
Ep. 1. cution of the Office than the enjoyment of the Benefice they 
T 1Sam-2-17. won'd waic with Patience, till it ſhou'd pleaſe God 
"Heb-5-4+ to *call them to it by fair and lawful means, unlefs 
they think he has effeQually called them to what he has 
enabled them to buy ? For this is to * run before they 
are ſent, and to propheſie without. his ſpeaking to them; 
» Jo nay, they overleap the Fold, and come not in by 
Jon. 1q boy} the * Door, which is Chriſt, and are declared Thieves and 
Robbers by our Saviour, and their Ocders pronounced 
void, and what they, tis like, wou'd be more concern'd at, 
© Concil. their Livings too, by ſeveral © Councils. One whereof for- 
Aurel. 2: cat. Þjqs Biſhops on any account to take any Gratification for 
96" 4 þ conferring Ocders, and gives this reaſon , Becauſe it is 
prpmegnnk v4 a Crime tor a Prieſt to be corrupted by a * Saleable Incli- 
« Yenalitate nation; and therefore decrees, That if any one ſeeks the 
cupiditatis. Prieſthood by © Marketing with Money through an execra- 
* Per PecuMlZ 1... Ambition, he ſhall be caſt off as a Reprobate, becauſe- 


nundinum. the 
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the Apoſtolick Sentence has declared that the Gift of God, 

is by no means to be * bought. | * As 8. 

| "Tis true, he that deſires the Office, whether of Prieſt or s i Tim. 3-1. 

| Biſhop, deſires * a worthy Work, but being a * Wark, which *"Ep2-»,Opus 
implies difficulty and hardſhip, and more of * Labour than NI 

| of Dignity; He who thruſts himſelf into ir, gives the : Foſoagatit 
World occaſion to fuſpet, that it is to encreaſe his own nomen operis 
Stock, rather than his Lord's, for we know what the Wiſe- non honoris. 
Man's Senſe is, * that he who makes haſte to be rich, ſhall 4*z: 19- 4e 
not be innocent 3 and then there will be little Ground to print 
hope that he ſhou'd maintain that ' Hoſpitalicy or Pra: ON 
Rice, that Communicative Chariry, that is one of the ne- qued humili- 
ceſlary Duties of his Calling, for he that haſteth, hath ratedecre- 
an "evil Eye, that is, ſays Mercer, is baſe and covetous, oy, 06-8 
without pity or Compaſiton ;' 'not conſidering that Poverty yu Hierom- 

ſhall come upon him, or as it is in another Place, That an explicat. Epiſt, 

Inheritance may be gotten haſtily at the ® Beginning, but $3: ad 0cea- 

the End thereof ſhall not be bleſſed. Which perhaps may 19 

be a more rcaſonable Ground of the Failures too fre- ag 

quently obſerved among the Poſterity of Clergy-men, = pro. 28.22. 

than that to which it is attributed by the Church of * Pro. 20. 21+ 

Rome, Their being the Iſſue of the Marriage-Bed. For 

'while they are -Sollicitous to leave their Children rich in 

a Worldly Fortune, they negle&t to bequeath them a 

more lafting Treaſure, that of their own Piety and 

Alms-Deeds. And while they ſtrive to ſhun the Cenſure 

of being * worſe than Infidels, they incurr it moſt by not * 1 Tim. 5.8. 

making a right Proviſion for their Families. 

Thus, like the Eagle, ſnatching the Sacrifice from the 

Altar to feed her young , they bear the Puniſhment of 

their crime along with it, a Coal, that ſets their Neſts 

on Fire ; and become. as injurious to their own Houſes 

as they are to God's, by making it a Houſe of Mer- 

chandice. 

But this could not be effe&ted on this. account, were 

it not to be done in another reſpe&t, 1 mean the ſelling 

Spiritual things, whether Orders or Livings, or what is 

nearly allied to it; the diſpoſing of them more for fa- 

vour and affeRtion, than through any regard to the Ca- 


Pacities - 


22 | An Eſſay againſt S1mOoNr. 
pacities and Merit of Perſons ; and chat not by Lay-Patrons 
Tit- 1-7 only, but by ſome who have been ? Stewards of God's 
r-4- Houſe, and ſheuld be its Guardian * Angels to defend ic 
Rev. I, 20» FE > 
from ſuch Injurics. 

It were to be wiſhed, that no Age had ever produced 
an Inſtance of ſuch Practices, to have occaſioned their being 
mentioned 3 but ſince the Church has been ſo unhappy, 

* Mat. 26, 1s. that'even the Head of it was fold by one of his © Apoſtles, 

we cannot wonder to find a Merchandice made of meaner 
things, by ſome who pretend to be the Apoſtles Succeſ: 
ſours ; that either to gratifie their own covetous diſpoſi- 
tions, or the importunity of ſome Friend, whom they 
are unwilling to diſoblige, they regard not whom they 
admit to the Paſtoral Charge, but prefer the Perſon that 
comes recommended by a rich Preſent, or fome great Man's 
Letter, though he has too lictle Learning tor a Pariſh-Clerk, 
Exod. 23.8. and ſcarce as much Religion as becomes a Sexton. Thus 
* Prov. 18. doth a "Gift blind the Wiſe, and make * room for the Man 
16. that brings it. Were the God they ſerve like Feroboam's 
» 1 Kings i, Calves, it were no matter if like him, they made Prieſts 
31. of the * meancſt of the People; nay, ſuch wou'd be more 
- + Hoſ. 4+ 15. ſuitable to the Gods they were to ſerve. But to turn Berb-el 
Beth-cl, do- jnto " Berb-hawen, to make the Houſe of God a Houſe of 
| ng Wickedneſfs, is intolerable . 
 Iniquiratis. But admit a Perſon never fo well qualified in other 
"LXX: Jixoy, reſpes, he that would be a Simoniack, is unfit to have 
&» ejxored)d- * Part or Lot in the diſpenſing God's holy Word and Sacra- 
ne zo. ments; he is unworthy to be admitted into the Societ 
Cd Rank of the Evangeliſts 3 for he is in the 7 Gall of bitterneſs, 
T Kody meet. and in the bond of Iniquity ; the wrath of God and an 
PT extraordinary puniſhment, which in Scripture Phraſe is 
» Jer- 8. 14- often expreſt by * Gall, hang over him ; and how ſhall he 
Lame. 3: 5* « Bleſs others, who. is himfelf Accurſed ? -Or how diſtri- 
pars, cap. 12 bute the Body of Chriſt, who is not in Chriſt ? 

He that employs ſuch an one to feed God's Flock, can 

» Job 7.2- expe only the deligence of an * Hireling trom him, who 

will carefully look tor his Reward 3 but our Saviour has 
© Joh. 10.12, told us how he will perform his © Work. And will not 
13. the Blood of thoſe Sheep, who miſcarry through ſuch 


negle, 
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' negle, and for want of wholeſom Food adminiſtred in 
due * ſeaſon, lie crying at the Door of him who com- 4 Ma 
micted them to fo ill a Shepherd? And if any one "ER 
has no more concern for the Glory of Gad, and the 
Honour of Religivn, nor for the Salvation of choſe pre- 
cious Souls, that were purchaſed with the Blood of Chritt, 
.that he proves fo ill a Steward, will it not be a deferved 
puniſhment for him co be called to give an © acoeunt of « rype rs; 2, 
his Stewardſhip, to be ſcourged out of the Church, and 
have another take his Office * Nay, it would be a mer- « ,., 
cy, if Vengeance ſhould not purſue him farcher, even to OI 
the excluding him from the Jay and Glory of that Houlz 
of God, which is * eternal in the Heavens; of which s 2 Cor. 5. 1. 
many, by his negligence and Male adminiſtration, have 
fallen ſhort 3 while he ade the Houſe of God, committed 
to his care on Earth, « Houſe of Merchandice; 

Now having confidered how the Spiritual Houſe of 
God may be made 4 Hywuſe of Merchandice » let ug in- 
quire inco the Evit of fo abuting it; and we ſhall find 
it great in ſeveral Reſpeas. 

 Simony, which derives its Name from Simon Magus, , Greg, in 
who would have bought the power of conferring the Regiſt. Epiſt. 
Holy Ghoſt from th2 Apoſtles, and is of an ancient ſtan- * Azorii 
ding. The firſt Hereſie broached in the Chriftian Church, laſtic. Moral. 
ts defined to be a | ſtudious deſires to buy or fell Spiricual 7," _ wh 
things, or things annexed to them : So that they are guilcy « Jyjq. 
who either buy or ſell Spiritual things or their Appendages, ' Glofla 1. 
or who defire to obtain or to conferr ſuch things, not freely, Prim Queſk, w, 
but by contract, making amends for them by fomething of | _—_— 
eftimable value. The * Cafuifts make three forts of it; 14s. Queſt. 
Mental, which confiſts only in che Will : Conventional, when too. Arr. 5. 
a Bargain and Agreement is poſitively made; and Real, * Munere a 
when that Bargain is perform'd, or any thing done or given —_—_ _ 
tor obtaining Spiricual things. The ' School:men mention IR Spend 
three ways of contracting Simony, which chey call, The iid. 
" gitr of the Hand, of the Tongue, and of the At- * Favor vel 
tendance. By the firſt they underſtand Money, or any a pra 6, 
other valuable thing that may be taken in the Hand. By 7 Pe _ 


the ſecond they mean the " Fayour and Patronage of Men ; 4quin. ibid. 
as 
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. as for Example, When one gives another ſome Spirituat 
* Miniſterium thing tor his Recommendation to ſome Perſon by whom 
uo quis in- | expedts Advantage upon that account. By the Gift or 
+ _ Reward of the Attendance, they intend the ? Service that 
p Si aliquis is paid to another ; which is nor meant of ſuch * Service as 
Clericus ali- tends to the benefit of the Church, or the alliſtance of its 
ow fra of | Miniſters 3 ſince the very Devotion of that Service, renders 
Frey by him chat pays it, worthy of Eccleſiaſtical * Preferment. 


0mm #5, eſiz utilicatem, vel miniſtrorum ejus auxilium, ex ipſa 
Trrocione, legal eddirur hams pm beneficio, ſicur & propter alia bona 
! eſt. IOC, ATT. 5. 
"I 3 » ; —Eupat ron he Ecdefiaſtica dignum eft remuneratione gaudere. 
Greg. in Kegiſftro Epift. 
Cork N 1 * Simon offered Money to'them who deſpiſed the Riches of 
* 2 Cor. 6-10. this World ; and thought, that in having nothing they 
* AQts 4.35. 'poſſeſſed all things 3 though he ſaw others who ſold 
: <cunda wars, their Lands and Houſes, and laid the prices of m—_ _— 
cap. It, at the Apoſtles* Feet, to be diſtributed to the Poor, 
” Heb. 12.16. according as every Man had need; and he conſidered 
Prophanus, not, that they who ſo little valued Money, would not 
uo—_— ſell the Power of the Holy Ghoſt for gain. And ſuch 
negligir, quaſi as ſeek to obtain ic on this account, ſhall loſe it utterly ; 
procul 2 fano far that bleſſed Spirit will never reſide with them whom 
.climinandus. 11. Son of God drove out of the Temple. Was Eſaz, 
Procul eſe for ſelling his Birth-right, to which the Prieſtly Office 
Era, was annexed , called a * Prophane CI er is, - 
-prophanus, irreligious violator of Holy things; that deſpiſes, an 
emo 7 Baz 25 it were,” treads them under-foot ; and therefore ought 
a payimenO |, |. driven and kept at a diſtance from .them: 
quod ov Did an Angel ftand with a drawn Sword in * Be- 
ry eg — Spain im, for lovi he 7 Wages of Un- 
prophana om- /aam*s Way to ſlay him, for loving the g 
nibus ad cal righteouſneſs ſo well, that he would Curſe God's Peo- 
_— 2-54 ple for the * Rewards of Divination? And did the _ 
Ro * profie of Naaman cleave to * Gehazz, for taking m—_ A. E 
= Num.22.22. Prophet had refuſed And ſhall not theſe, no leſs Pro- 
y 2 Pet. 2-15- phane Perſons, like Eſau, not find * Repencance, though 
* Num: 22-7 they feek it weeping? Shall not they who have ran 
brag 14) ih grecdily after the Error of Balaam, for reward, —_ 
© Jude 11. 
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* Woe denounced againit them? And ſhall nat they 4 ARts8. 20. 
who commit G#bazi's Crime,receive as great '2 Puniſhment ? 
Nay, ſhall they not fall under che dreadiul Garfe, of h1- 
ving theic Money periſh with them? Much more might 
be added, to ſhew che Evil of this Sin; but ic may ſuffice 
to conlider, the S2nſ: that the Church from the begin- 
ning had of it, which the great endeavours that have been 
uſed for its ſuppreflion tally maniteit. 

Thz Canons which bear tlie Tide of Aa folict, D2- 
cies © every Biſhop, Prieſt or Nzacon, wie obtains the * "Bm; 'Emtz- 
Dignity for Money, and him alto who admitted them 797%, XC. P, 
to it, to be Depoted and driven from the Communion. 7% ©” 
And * Zunaras obſerves, "That though to inflict a J:dicial * 1n Cen. 25. 
Puniſhment twice for one Faulc, was not altowed in other 
Caſes; yet it was uſual in this, becauls of the great- 
nefs of the Crime. | 

* Tarraſins Patriarch of Cortantinople, affirms, That the s Epiſt. ad 
Heretick AMacedonias, (who reprefented the Holy Gholt Adrian. Pa- 
as a ſervile Spirit) is more Tolzrable, than they who buy yam- 
and fell his Gifts: For he that ſells, does ic as a Maſter 
of him ; and he that buys, does it with a detign to be fo. 

If we confule the Church Hiſtory, we ſhall find that 
this Hereſie has been condemn'd, as ar ficſt by *St. Peter, fo 
all along down to our preſent days. ® AN, Do. 35. 

Cardinal * Baronzus gives us an account of ſome Simori- Fn he ng 
ack Biſhops Tried in the Councils of Conftantinople and Ephc- t » yn _ 
{us by St. Chry/o/fom, He tells us too of the endeavoms of ' A. D 45G. 
Gennadius to extirpate * S;mony from the Church of Conſtays © 2+ D- 533» 
:inople. How the Emperor * Leo Macellus, wrote againſt it. , Epirote. 
How King * 4t9/aricus, at the inſtance of Pope Febn, con- Mn 
demned it. And * Spondanus makes this Remark upon it, Can. 2. qrz. 
to ſhew how execrable a Sin it is, That tince the Canons Synodi 
of the Church could not prevail againſt ic, they were * Concil. Tu | 
forced to implore and uſe the help of an ria» King.. And yg afe27e 
ſeveral * Councils afterwards have made it their great en- Ae « -— 
deavour to oppoſe and condemn this Evil. As in $569. * Dog. Ecct. 
? Biſhops are forbid to take Money for any Spiritual Pro- cap- 72. 
motions ; and *cis declared not oaly Sacrilege, but Hereſie, © ©2Pcil. Au- 


by the * Eccleſiaſtical Preceprs. And in* 59. it was De- relian, 5. Can. 
D . 


creed, 
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cteed, That a Biſhop promoted for Money, ſhould be 
Depoſcd. | 
" A:D.359. How this Hereſie grew in the time of © Gregory the Firſt, 
© Epitt. 49 and how induſtrious he was to ſtop its growth, appears from 
tre oh his ſeveral Epiſtlesz in * one of which he expreiles himſelf 
ſol. Quiz ve. thus: Becauſe we are informed, that in the Eaſtern Chur- 
ro pervenit ches no one is promoted to the Sacred Office,but for Reward, 
ad nos, &. jf your Brotherhood finds it ſo, ofier this firſt Oblation to A}- 
mighty God , to drive the Simoniack Herefie from the 
Churches ſubje& to you : For, to omit other things, whac 
ſort of Perſons will they prove in the Church, who are not 
* Mirum vi- aqvanced to it for Merit, but Reward? But we know with 
dert poteſt, yyhar Animadverfion the chief of the Apoltles condemned 


CUT CUM non X _ £ 6 
minor uſss in {1s SIN, who pronounced the firſt Sentence of Damnation 


remplo efſer againſt Simon, ſaying, Thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe 
rurrurum rho thoughteſi the Gift of God might be purchaſed with Mency. 
quam Colum- 4, our blefſed Lord himfelf, when he had made a Whip 


a «4 . cop 

- aps my of Cords, overturned the Seats of them that * fold Doves in 
ba o FP *Y, . 

* vendentiuam the Temple. Now what is it elie to fell Doves in the Tem- 


Columbas e- ple, but to give impoiition of hands, by which the Holy 
verrir, niſi a- Ghoſt is given, for Money ? But the Seats of them that thus 
+l wg {11 Doves, are overturned in this reipect, becaule the Prie{t- 
Clarixs ia hood of ſuch as buy, is not reckon'd Valid or Authentick. 
Mat. 21. Again in another * Epiltle,he ſays, Since by the Teſtimony 
The ſellers of of Scripture, Covetouſnels is called Idolatry, we know with 
voter He ;. What diligence it ſhould be driven from the Temple; and yer, 
lers of the th. (with gricf I ſpeak it) 'cis not avoided by ſome Prieſts; for 
t Ghoft, wheſe.it captivates their hearts, and perſuadesthem, that the Sin to 
appearancewas gghich it urges them, is Lawful , and {o orders things, that 
OEM of 4 with one and the ſame Weapon, it deſtroys both the Giver 
Vireil. Ei and the Receiver. What Place then, after all this, can be 
Arclaenf, ſecure from Avarice , if the Church of God be opened to 
Cum divinz jt by wicked Prieſts? When will he keep the Sheepfold: 
&ctionis teſti- #3#o” who invites the Woolf into it 2 

pong Idolo- pefres this; in another ” place, he imputes the lofs of the 
cnecheoalh age. Sanctity of Eccleſiaſtick Orders, to Mens being admitted to 
cuparur, &c. them not for a good Lite and ſuitable Qualifications, but tor 
» Epiſt. ad their Money : For, ſays he, if the Merit of their Manners, 


—_ Y art 2nd not their Gifts, were required, unworthy Perſons would 
arch. AlCeXan. not 
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not be admitted3 and their Reward (meaning the Patriarch) : ys 
will by ſo much encreaſe, by how much thole good Men, _ $7 8 
who are received:into Holy Ocders, make it their buſltneſs'to Femggoaviing 

gain Souls. It will be too tedious to repeat what he and rum. Greg. 9. 
others have written on this ® Suabje&, I ſhall chereiore Ul: Epiſt, 13. ad 


» f* #& o o '® 20 * - hon wv Hen, Re A Ro- 
mit it with a briet Chronology of the Sentences pait on _— © Soi 
Simony from his time. 2 © 0117. 45; 2d Ro- 

We find it condemned in a * Council in che Year of our dulph.Sueviz, 


Lord C03. And ſeven Years afterwards? Foaunes Elemsſima- 8& Bertulph, 


rins endeavours Its extirpation at Alexandria. Fi gs 
Another * Council condemns it in 638. and ſentences the Symmachs 


Simoniack to be deprived of tho Communion, and puniſhed pzp, epi. . 
with the forfeiture of his Goods: And in 650. * all Men ad Cefrcm 


Simoniacally promoted, are ſzntenced to be deprived. 3 _ a 
> Another Council in 9787, and -another in 948, de- et: 
cree againit it. > Bellop.ahas 


It was condemned at Rome by Clemens the Second, in 10.47, nal. Ecclef. 
and in Germany the ſame Year: At Rome again by Leo the * Toleran. 6, 
Ninth 3 As alſo at Papias, Rhemes, and Mens, in 1049. py 4 _ 
And in other places it was condemned by others, and par- © Cond Gn 
ticularly in 1055, in a Synod held by Heldebrand, Legate lifon, Can.16. 
2 latere to Viftor the Second ; where it was moſt remarkable, Conch. 
That a Biſhop acculed of $;»wony, could not pronounce Spi- ng 
1:11; Santo in the Doxolop y. -—— rw 
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At Thelouſe in France, in 1055, in the Lateran Council, dum emit, a- 
in 1069, under Alexander the Second, where were preſent mifir, ut qui 
a hundred Biſhops. At Ments again, in 10713 And again aches 
at Reme, ina great Synod called by Gregory the Seventh, in par rom ca 
the Year 1075, conſiſting of all the Weſtern Biſhops. In ſequenrer 
© another Council in 10953 And again at Rhemes in 1119, efer a lingua, 
in which Synod were reckoned 424 Paſtoral Staves or ws Damian, 
Crofiers. And it was condemned at London in 1125, a $ =o 
under Fnorius the Second, whoſe Legate was Joames Cee om ti 
menſis; at which Synod, beſides cho ewo Arch-Biſhops, gine derali- 
there were preſent Twenty Biſhops, and Forty Abbots. raris ad ai- 

CUEmM trant- 
terre, vel pro przſentatione! alicujus perſonz, pecuniam vel aliquod emolumencum, paQo 
Incerveniente, recipere. Quod fi quis feceric & in jure convitus vel confetlus fuerir, ipſum, 
tam regia, quam noſtra freri authorirare, patronatu ejuſdem Eccleſiz, in perpetuum priva= 
ri ſtatuimus. Gail. Lindwod?t Provinc.lth. 5. & in nobis, pro praſentatione. Super hoc deber 
przſentarus preftare juramenctum, © Concil, Cleromonr, 

; D 2 Severa 
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ir be hero recited, which for 
in the Margin. We find 
229 and 1n 1555 *ris 


© Concil La- Several other * Councils mig] 
leg TT Levicy Take | Dave named only 1 
Cont - 0 likew:{ * Canons agairlt it here 1n 1229 2, 
Wk 66 ch. condemm<c by A publick * atuite, which is {till 1n force. 
on Ren. 10 conclude: It has been Otten condemned 1N the 
Can. 1. Con Extravagants, and the Decretals, and all the Sacred ' Ca- 
OT. nons, and 10 Very odious and abominadle ic 15, that C- 
rid. Sefs.21. ven © Crimin 11s anv P. oltitutcs ( which is NOT permitted 1n 
ge reform. Per Caſes ) ace allowed to giVe evidence agaialt Pertons 
Can. t. Concil. accuſed of Simony. | 
-covghy 1d) Bar it has proved with the : Liang 
kd. Lord fays it ©0** with a Man, when the * unclean Spirit 
© of him. The more care was taken tO CXtirpate 
e Church Was {wept and garniſh- 


Church in this Caſe, as our 


© Liens, 15. £075 OD 
Eng. Can. echis Heil 3 the more th 
A 1229. eJ, Tue {Honer 1t returnees and has encrealcd and grown 
mW notwithſtanding all the care and diligence uſed to ſupprels 
\ Gree. Mag. If and to hinuver Men from being Simoniacks, or getting 
lib. 5+ igto Livings SHTmONIACA ly 3 nat neither by any P.omile, 
Decrer, de Si- Contract Or Agreements Gireatly OT indirectly by then 
rn, Ke ſelves made, Ot ÞY any other in their behalt, with, or 
-—poo6 (ns Hf without their Privity: they obtain either Preſentations or 
Hare(in 2am} CoNations tO V.cclefiaftical Prefer ments: Which Cales, as 
Dante. they are utterly antawful, 10 th2y become 1o much 
LY eſt la- the more 124n0US, becauſe Perjury enfues. SINCC A 
_—_— {kcict » Oath is agminiit ery Cleck ar his admition 
diretly nor indirectly pit 
if any One anknown to him, 


Decret. Greg. 

lib. 5. tit. 3. VY 00 any 23S : . 

Ca. 7- has in bis behalf made any ſuch Simoniacal Contract, be 

» Mar. 12 44: yy1 in no Wile ftand by it Or make it g000- : 

2s bot ” wient's *is ro Þb2 Bard >ur Bleſſ:d Lord now 

*” * reſident ON Earth, Cc would find his Father's Houſe ſtill 

made a Hoaſe of Merchandice, full of Buyrs ang Sellers 
and Tabics of Money-Change'®» and not fo calily £0 be 


purged as herctolore. 

And now It will be time £9 draw-to 2 Concluſion +» 

Since then the material Houle of God, 1s dedicated tO 

tis Worſhip, £95 lays an obligation On his Servants T0 

frequent it, 45 the propere plac? tO do their Maſter's 

Buſineſs 1N. Reading Or praying At homes cannot hn” 
cus 
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cuſs us from our Attendance there, for publick Adora- 
tion is more requitice any efiectual chan private -Devotion ; 
as united Forces are Rronger than when ſingle. And 
this Duty to God will be more acceptably pertormed in 
his Houſe than our own ; for his Name being in that 
Houle, as * Feb:ſapbat lays a ſtreſs upon ic, enticles him to 
be invoked chere, and makes that Invocation the moſt pre- 
valent. ; 

If we abſent our ſelves from the Houſe of Prayer, we 
ſhall miſs of many Bleff{i1gs which are there more frequently 
than any where elſe beſtowed : For it is a convenient Pro- 
vidence, that God ſhould confer his Bznefics moſt liberally, 


where his Name 1s chiefly praiſed, and that Man ſhould 


moft ſolemaly adore him where he receives greateſt Fa- 
yours from him. 

But the material Houſe of God, is honoured with his 
Preſence too; wherefore as they are to be condemned 
who ſtay away from thence, ſo are they who approach it 
with unprepared Hearts; and ſo in the Wiſleman's Notion, 
citer him the ? Sacrifice of Fools. 

'Tis not enough to come into the Holy Places of our 
God, to trea his Courts, but we muſt come with a defign 
to * Sing to the Lord, and rejoyce in the Strength of our 
Salvation ; tor worſhip, and bow down and kneel before 
him, honouring him with clean Hands and holy Hearts, 
and with humble and reverencial Poſtures, not behaving 
our ſzives any more indevoutly in appearance, than we 
ſhould be inwardly in his Preſence. 

And as the Miniſters ſhould perform the divine Ofizes 
with all potlivle Gravity and viſible Expreſſions of fincere 
Devotion, fo ſhould the People either attead to or joyn 
wich them, wich the greateſt Szriouſnefs and Reverence; 
and not be guilty of any light difreſpe&ful Carriage 
co interrupt the folema Performance of that facced 
Work. | 

And fince God's Houſe is dedicated to his Service, and 
honoured with his Prefence; *ris a very natural inference 
that we ought to expreſs a more than ordinary concern 
for keeping our Churches at leaſt as well ' as we would the 
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30 An Eſſay againſt S1MONxv. 
Places of our own abode, and not ſuffer them to want 
ſuch commendable Peautifyings and decent Ornaments, 
as will make them anſwer the Plalmiſt's CharaQer of 
« Pl. 84.1, being the * amiable Tabernacles of the Lord of Hoſts: 
It was Holy David's ſenſe, that it was unfit the * Ark of 
Þ 2 Sam.5. 2+ God ſhould remain within the Curtains of the Taberna- 
cle, while he dwelt in a Houſe of Cedar, and the pene- 
rous Uriah refuſed the neceſſary Retreſkments of Food 
£2Sam.11.11- and Sleep at home, becanſe the © Ark ofthe Lord abode in 
Tents. 
4 Hag, 1.4. Nay, God upbraids the Fews that they dwelt in * ceiled 
Houſes, and let his Houſe lie waſte, and he intimates to them 
* Ver. 6 that that was the reafon why they did not * thrive, appeal- 
ing to themſclves whether it was fit to be more curious a- 
bout their own Dwellings than his, on a preſumption that 
common Reaſon would convince them of_ the contrary. 
If then we are to be thus careiul of our Chrerches, that 
C Atzxelvew. WE may, as St. Pau! ſpeaks in another ReſpeR, * diſcern or 
x Cor. 11:29+ diſtinguiſh the Houſes of God from common Places, we 
; muſt make this difference by the uſe of them as well as o- 
_ —ptahavy therwiſe, and not ſuifer them to be prophaned and vilified. 
ar, ni ali- THC Law of God forbids every ſuch Abuſe, the Laws of 
quid fatum Men condemn it, agd they havye little regard to cither, who 
ſt, & unde (are practiſe it. 
: _ S2condly, fince the Corporal Houſe of God is polluted 
5 0248: and defiled by every Sin done in the Body; and ſince the 
Evil of ſo abuſing it, is no leſs than Sacrilege in the Offend- 
ers, and the occaſion of their Ruine and Deſertion, let us 
Rom. 12,1. take St, Pau!'s Advice, which he © beſeeches us by the Mer- 
| cies of God to-follow and preſent our whole Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is indeed 
+ x Cor.6.19. our reaſonable Service, ſince we are. * his, and not our 
OWN. 
Thirdly, ſince the Spiritual Houſe of God may be made 
a Houſe of Merchandice by thoſe who make Advantage their 
End in profefling Religion, let all who are guilty in this 
reſpect, corre& their Error, and not feek to make a Profit 
of that Truth, which they ought to buy with the Expence of 
all their Worldiy Subltance : For if this be their Practice, 
what 


An Efſay againſt S1mOxyv. Zt 
what is it but to hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ? And 
the juſt * Irath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt all ſuch i gom, j, 16: 
Ungbdlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. , ; 
And if it is ſo diſpleaſing an Olfence to profefs Religion 
only on the account of interelt, how . abominable an Impie- 
ty Will ic be to undertake the inſtructing Men in the My- 
{teries of the Goſpel, and the great Concernments of Salya-» 
tion, for the ſame baſe and unworthy End? to engage in 
the beſt of Imployments for the worſt of Reaſons, and do 
that meerly for the love of Money, which ſhould have no 
excitement but the Love of God : What is this but for a 
Man to ſacrifice-himfelf to Mammon, while he is a Prieſt 
of the moſt High God ? and to be guilty of Idolatry, even 
in Preaching Jeſus Chriſt? Nay, what can be expected from 
ſuch a One, but that not contenting himfelf wich being 
a * Partaker with the Alcar, which is his juſt right, ke ſhould , | ea 
rob and ſpoil it ; nor being ſatisfied only to eat of " OO 
the * Milk of the Flock, he ſhould make Havock of the 1 ; Cox, 9.7; 
Sheep themſelves ? But that ſuch Ravenous Wolves | 
niay not eaſily ger into the Fold, the chief Shepherds are to + 
be more than ordinary watchful and diligent : For if it hap- 
pens through their negle&, they will be one Day called to a . 1," 1 
ſevere account for admitting thoſe into the Houſe of God, Spirieualia, in 
who convert it to a Houſe of - Merchandice, a Den of animarum$a- 
Thieves ® nor ſeeking Spiritual Profit for the Salvation of luremyſed ter- 
Men's Souls, but temporal, to the Ruine of them. And if rom __ 
ſo, how much greater would their Condemnation be, if njmarum ex. 
they ſhould abuſe ic ſo themſelves? if they ſhould ſell the Be- rium. 
nefhces committed to their diſpoſal, for the Encouragement £eg- in Mat. 
of Learning and Piety, and the ſupport of the ® Poor by Cha- 7%... 
ricy; and pervert the Defign, by making them the rewards of ;, une _Y 
their own and other Men's Avarice. monia Paupe- 
It cannot ſure be thought that the * Overicers of God's rum. | 
Houſe were made fo and placed there only to look after their , £7747 
own advantage, or that this is the way of giving as * freely; RO 
as they have received. Perhaps it may be fo with fome, fince « yendere 
_*ti5 not improbable that he who praiſes Selling has been jure poreſt, 
himſelf a Buyer, and therefore concludes in * Martial's way <meratille 
ws arguing, that a right of Selling was included in his _ Evie. Mart: 
chaſs n 
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4n Eſſay againſt S1moxry:; 

And he that is thus inclined, will think thoſe Men beſt qua: 
lized for Preferment that offer moſt, and be ready to admie 
ſuch undeſerving Perſons to be Stewards in God's Houſe, for 
their Money, whom he would diſmiſs from the meaneſt Em- 
ployment in his own for their want of Merit, not to ſay of 
Senſe and Abilicy to diſcharge their Duty. And it cannot be 
hoped that he who is thus admitted, ſhould have any farther 
care of his Flock than to make the beſt of his Bargain, and 
God only knows how unfit ſuch a one may be for that 
weighty Charge, ſince his having Money is the only Teſti- 
mony he produces of his Abilities. Whereforeto prevent the 
Evil Conſequences of making the Houſe of God a Houſe of 
Merchandice, it is part of the requiſite Character of a Bi- 
ſhop, that he muſt be not * greedy of filthy Lucre, not cove- 
tous, for ;Covetouſnelſs is the Root of all *Evil, and there 
is no Certainty, but that when it entices a Man to Simony 
it may as well prevail with him co commit Idolatry; for in 
thoſe Days when from the leaſt even to the greateſt, every - 
one was given to © Covetouſneſs, we find that from the Pro- 
phet, even tothe Prieſt, every one dealc falſely. 

All they therefore in whom the great Truſt of managing 
God's Ozconomy is repoſed, are to take * heed to themſelves 
in this particular, that they be found *® faithful in the Office, 
and efpecially in employing none as under-Stewards, buc 
ſuch as will be ſo, that they do not expoſe to fale the Souls 
which their Maſter purchaſed for himlelt by the effuſion of 
his Blood, which is done as often as Men are admitted for 
Money to the Cure and Infirution of them. 

For though they may enrich themſelves by ſuch ill Means, 
yet where will be the Gain, the Benefit, in the end ? Alas ic 
is the * Price of Blood, and who would be fond of leaving 
his Poſterity an ? Ace/dama to inherit, or treaſure up for him- 
ſelf * Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and incur the heav 
Diſpleaſure of the Son of God, for making his Father's Houſe 
a Houſe of Merchandice ? 
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